
 

SALFORD  PRIORS  CofE  ACADEMY             JULY 2025 

WELCOME  TO  OUR 
End  Of  Year  Newsletter 

 

 

 
 

Rooted in love and faith  Growing in hope and courage Thriving in light and harmony  

 

In this final 
newsletter of the 
year, we’ll look back 
at some of the 
highlights, have a 
sneak peek at new 
initiatives launching 
in the autumn, fun 
activity pages to 
enjoy over the 
summer, and key 
dates to help you 
prepare for the new 
academic term. 
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iSingPop 

Sing to the Lord, all the world! 
Worship the Lord with joy; 

    come before him with happy songs! 

The recent music concert at church was a truly joyful and memorable experience for all 

the children who participated. They learned new songs, danced with enthusiasm, and 

shared a sense of unmatched joy that filled the room. The concert was a powerful 

reminder that music has the ability to positively affect mood and increase overall 

wellbeing, bringing people together in uplifting and meaningful ways. A special thank 

you goes to the incredible iSingPop team, who came to school to lead the rehearsals, 

inspire the children, and fill them with excitement in the lead-up to the big day. Their 

energy and support helped create a performance to remember. The school is thrilled to 

have begun this new partnership and looks forward to making the concert an annual 

event that continues to celebrate music, joy, and community. 
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Head Teacher’s Welcome 

 
 

 

As we reach the end of another busy and rewarding school year, I would like 
to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to the entire Salford 
Priors CofE Academy community. Since joining the school, I have been 
warmly welcomed by pupils, parents, and staff alike, and I am truly grateful 
for the kindness and encouragement I’ve received. One of the most touching 
parts of this term has been the many handwritten notes and drawings gifted 
to me by pupils—each one a small but powerful reminder of the joy and 
energy that fills our school. These tokens of love and creativity have been 
deeply encouraging and have made me feel right at home in this wonderful 
community. 

This term has been focused on learning the unique rhythm and systems of 
Salford Priors, as well as getting to know each of the pupils who make our 
school such a special place. While there was much to absorb, there was also 
room to plant new seeds for the future. We launched a peer mediation 
programme, training pupils to listen without judgment and support their 
peers in resolving conflicts peacefully—a powerful tool for nurturing empathy 
and leadership. We also began a Girls’ Club, which met every Monday 
lunchtime to work on mixed-media art projects, providing a creative and 
supportive space for expression, collaboration, and fun. These are just the 
first of many initiatives aimed at enriching the school experience for every 
child. 

Looking ahead to the new academic year, I am excited for the journey of 
learning to continue with a renewed focus on mastery—particularly in 
mathematics, spelling, and literacy. But just as importantly, we will also be 
turning our attention to emotional mastery: helping our pupils to understand 
and manage their emotions, respond appropriately to life’s challenges, and 
build the inner resilience needed to thrive in all areas of life. As we move 
forward together, I look forward to strengthening the relationships that make 
our school community so special, as we continue to root ourselves in love, 
grow in hope, and thrive in harmony. 

       Mrs. Gibbs-Naguar 
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Year  In  Review 

 
 

  

Welcome to our Year in Review 
section, a celebration of the many 
moments that have shaped our 
school community over the past 
year. While the articles are not 
presented in chronological order—
nor by the level of joy experienced—
they serve as a powerful reminder 
that schooling is a rich, multi-
faceted journey.  

Our learning activities have 
supported not only academic 
development, but also physical 
growth, emotional maturity, and 
resilience.  

Throughout the year, our pupils have 
encountered a wide variety of 
experiences, each offering 
opportunities to face challenges 
with confidence and bravery. We 
hope this reflection captures the 
depth and diversity of what it means 
to grow and learn together. 
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World  Book Day 
 
World Book Day was a vibrant celebration of stories and imagination, with students 

enthusiastically participating by dressing up as their favourite literary characters. The 

school was alive with colour, creativity, and excitement as beloved heroes, heroines, 

and magical beings filled the halls. While dressing up brought plenty of fun, the true 

heart of the day lay in the books themselves. There is something deeply rewarding 

about delving into a story—discovering new worlds, journeying alongside authors, 

and exploring the landscapes of imagination. Books have the power to ignite 

passions, fuel a thirst for knowledge, and add a rich dimensionality to life that extends 

far beyond the classroom. 
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Forest School 

 
Emma, Forest School Teacher, leading 
pupils in a captivating session. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Forest School continues to be a much-
loved part of our curriculum, offering 
children the chance to connect deeply 
with the natural world while developing 
a wide range of valuable life skills. It 
instils a lasting appreciation for nature 
and teaches the importance of 
conservation and caring for the 
environment. Through outdoor 
exploration and hands-on activities, 
children learn to work cooperatively, 
build strong team skills, and gain 
confidence in their own abilities. From 
shelter building to fire lighting and tool 
use, they acquire basic survival skills in 
a safe and supportive setting. Most 
importantly, Forest School fosters 
curiosity, resilience, and a sense of 
wonder that stays with them long after 
they leave the woods. 
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Sprint Active  
 

 

 
 

Sprint Active Education 
Company has become a valued 
part of our school community, 
working closely with us to 
provide engaging lunchtime 
play activities and a variety of 
after-school physical education 
clubs. Their programmes are 
designed not only to be fun and 
inclusive but also to help 
children stay active, develop 
new skills, and enjoy the many 
benefits of regular physical 
exercise. Whether it’s a fast-
paced game at lunchtime or a 
structured sports club after 
school, these sessions support 
the children’s physical health, 
improve coordination and 
stamina, and promote a 
positive attitude toward fitness 
and wellbeing. 

Beyond the physical benefits, Sprint Active’s sports coaches play an important 
mentoring role within the school. They form nurturing, positive relationships with 
the children, often becoming trusted role models who encourage teamwork, 
perseverance, and self-belief. Acting like big brothers, the coaches demonstrate 
respectful behaviour, a strong work ethic, and good character, which leaves a 
lasting impression on the pupils they work with. Their presence contributes to a 
supportive and energetic environment where children feel seen, encouraged, and 
inspired to be their best selves both on and off the field. 
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Art  
  

 

 

Awards and Certificates 

 

 

 

At our school, we take great pride in regularly celebrating the achievements of 
our pupils through the presentation of certificates. These awards recognise 
excellence across a wide range of academic and curricular pursuits, 
highlighting the dedication and hard work of our students. We also honour 
those who consistently demonstrate our core school values of honesty, 
respect, and responsibility, as well as those who persevere in the face of 
challenges.  These moments of recognition not only celebrate individual 
accomplishments but also inspire others to strive for their personal best. We 
are incredibly proud of our students and all they continue to achieve, both in 
the classroom and beyond. 
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Design  Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This year, our pupils thoroughly enjoyed a hands-on Design and Technology 
workshop, where creativity and problem-solving took centre stage. From 
designing prototypes to experimenting with materials, the students showed great 
enthusiasm and teamwork throughout. The workshop was a fantastic opportunity 
to apply practical skills in an engaging environment, and it was wonderful to see 
their ideas come to life.  
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Design Technology in Key Stage 1 

  
 

 
 

Pupils in Key Stage 1 approached the Design and Technology workshop with 
wide-eyed curiosity and boundless excitement. Eager to explore new materials 
and techniques, they listened attentively to instructions, followed each step with 
care, and showed great maturity by asking for help when they didn’t understand 
something. Their enthusiasm was clear as they engaged in hands-on learning, 
exploring how things are made and discovering the joy of creating something with 
their own two hands. 

While the workshop focused on the key elements of construction, such as 
measuring, cutting, joining, and assembling, the learning extended well beyond 
the practical skills. The children were encouraged to show courage in trying 
something new, to learn from their mistakes, and to keep going even when things 
didn’t work out perfectly the first time. These lessons in resilience, problem-
solving, and perseverance were just as valuable as the finished products 
themselves. In the end, the children were not only proud of what they had built, 
but also of each other, celebrating their collective effort and teamwork with big 
smiles and a sense of real accomplishment. 
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Pancake Day  
 

 

Pancake Day was a joyful 
occasion filled with 
laughter and light-hearted 
competition, as both staff 
and parents joined in the 
fun alongside the pupils. 
The event gave children a 
wonderful opportunity to 
see their teachers in a 
different light—flipping 
pancakes, racing with 
smiles, and embracing the 
playful spirit of the day.  

Play is essential for 
children's development, 
and benefits adults by 
reducing stress, boosting 
wellbeing. Pancake Day 
reminded us all, that a little 
shared silliness goes a long 
way in creating joyful 
memories and a strong, 
connected school family. 
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Bellboating and Other Engrossing 
Learning Activities 
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Christmas  

 

  
 

  

The visit from Father Christmas 
was a truly magical moment in 
the school year, bringing smiles, 
excitement, and a sense of 
wonder to all the children. Each 
child received a small gift, adding 
to the festive joy, but the visit also 
offered a meaningful opportunity 
to reflect on the deeper message 
of Christmas. Alongside the fun 
and festivities, pupils were 
reminded that Christmas is 
ultimately about a greater gift—
the gift of love and hope from 
Father God, who gave His very 
best to the world in the form of 
Jesus Christ. It was a 
heartwarming experience that 
combined celebration with 
reflection, reminding us all of the 
true meaning behind the season. 

Pupils bravely engaged and held conversations 
with Father Christmas. 
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Learning in Early Years and Key Stage 1  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Early Years and Key Stage 1 
curriculum is enriched through 
the Curiosity Approach, which 
encourages exploration, wonder, 
and learning through open-
ended play and hands-on 
experiences. Creativity, 
independence, and critical 
thinking are nurtured by using 
natural resources, real-life 
objects, and carefully planned 
environments that inspire inquiry 
and imagination.   

Mrs. Kent stimulates 
children’s imagination, 
encourages confident 
articulation and sparks a love 
of learning.   

Our pupils make outstanding 
progress by receiving 
individual attention. 
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Looking  Ahead 

Public Speaking 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This year, we are excited to introduce the 
teaching of public speaking across the 
school, helping pupils develop the 
essential skills of clear and confident 
communication. Through structured 
activities, presentations, and speaking 
opportunities, children will learn how to 
express their ideas effectively and 
engage their audience. Public speaking 
not only supports academic 
achievement but also builds self-
esteem, resilience, and leadership—life-
long skills that will benefit our pupils well 
beyond the classroom. 

 

We are pleased to introduce peer 
mediation as part of our approach 
to promoting positive relationships 
and conflict resolution in school. 
Through this initiative, trained pupils 
help their peers talk through 
disagreements calmly and 
respectfully, encouraging mutual 
understanding and cooperation. 
Peer mediation empowers children 
to take responsibility for resolving 
conflicts, builds empathy and 
communication skills, and helps 
create a more supportive and 
harmonious school environment. 

https://www.youngleadersacademy.co.uk/
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Fencing  

 

 

St. Briavels Castle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St.  

We are thrilled to offer new and exciting 

sporting activities this year, including 

fencing, as part of our commitment to 

providing a broad and inspiring PE 

curriculum. Introducing children to a 

variety of sports helps develop their 

physical skills, confidence, and 

teamwork, while also opening doors to 

new interests and talents. Who 

knows—trying something different 

might just plant the seed that inspires a 

future Olympian! 

We are delighted to announce that a trip 
and residential visit to St. Briavels Castle 
has been booked for March 2026. This 
exciting opportunity will give Key Stage 2 
pupils the chance to immerse 
themselves in history, enjoy unique 
team-building activities, and experience 
the unforgettable atmosphere of staying 
in a real medieval castle. It promises to 
be a memorable adventure—one that we 
know the children will be talking about 
for years to come! 
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Christmas Shoebox Appeal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advance Mathematics Club 
 
 
 
 
 

We are proud to be taking part in this year’s Christmas Shoebox Appeal, a 

wonderful initiative that brings joy to children in need around the world. Families 

are invited to fill a shoebox with small gifts, toiletries, and school supplies, which 

will be delivered in time for Christmas. It’s a simple but powerful way for our 

school community to show kindness and make a real difference in the lives of 

others during the festive season. 

We’re excited to introduce an Advanced 
Mathematics Club for our Year 5 and 6 pupils 
this academic year, designed to challenge and 
inspire young minds with a passion for numbers 
and problem-solving. The club will be led by 
Mrs. Gibbs-Naguar and will run every Monday 
afternoon during the Autumn term as an after-
school enrichment opportunity. Pupils can look 
forward to exploring exciting mathematical 
concepts beyond the curriculum—get ready to 
stretch your thinking and discover just how fun 
maths can be! 
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Summer Fun Activity  
 

 
 
 

 

  

Welcome to the Activities Page—a special section of our newsletter designed to 
spark creativity, curiosity, and connection. This page is a small attempt to offer a 
variety of engaging activities that children can enjoy on their own or share with 
their siblings and family members. Whether it’s a puzzle, a craft idea, a simple 
recipe, or a fun challenge, there’s something here for everyone to dive into. 

We hope these activities provide a chance for some quality time, laughter, and 
learning beyond the classroom. So, grab your pencils, scissors, or maybe even an 
apron—whatever the task calls for—and get ready to explore! Let the fun begin! 
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Activity Page 
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Activity Page 
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Colouring  
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Reading Comprehension  
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Mathematical Challenge - 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

Mathematical Challenge - 2 
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Mathematical Challenge - 3 
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Mathematical Challenge - 4 
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Recommended Reads 
Key Stage 1 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

An attractively produced book with folk art-
inspired illustrations about a special kind of 
cactus - the saguaro cactus, whose flowers 
only bloom for one night a year - and the 
key role it plays within its desert 
ecosystem. The evocative rhyming text 
follows the cactus, and the animals who 
thrive alongside it, over the course of a day 
and a night and into dawn again. A double-
page spread is dedicated to a glorious 
painting of the titular night flower in full 
bloom. 

This lively twist on 'The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf' sees diligent young Tom raise the 
alarm three times for what he thinks is 
an approaching pirate ship, but when a 
big, fast ship with a special pirate flag 
appears on the horizon, will the 
villagers hide themselves in time? 

The two best friends 
always play together, 
whether it’s paddling 
in the stream, 
skidding in the snow, 
or tumbling in the 
falling leaves. But 
sometimes Bear feels 
sad and wants to be 
alone. 

Grey reveals the story 
of a child who feels 
as though all their 
colours have 
disappeared. Despite 
the joyful orange 
balloon, the huge 
yellow sun and the 
bright green trees, the 
child still feels grey. 
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Recommended Reads 

Key Stage 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the pueblo of 
Palenque, hardly 
anybody knows 
how to read. 
Curious about the 
letters her older 
sister Gina receives 
from a young 
doctor each month 
— letters that she is 
sure contain 
promises of love — 
one young girl 
makes a decision 
that will change her 
life, and the lives of 
every child in the 
pueblo, forever. 

The world is full of stories. Some are 
as long as lizards, others so short 
that they never even make it to The 
End. But the invisible story is unlike 
any other story because no one has 
ever read it! It lives hidden in the 
darkest corner of the library, far from 
where the famous tales, written in 
gold letters, shine. 

A powerful and 
emotionally intense 
collection, young 
Cosmo experiences a 
life-changing injury 
after he falls from a 
tree, and writes a 
series of poems 
addressed to this tree 
as a means of 
processing what 
happened to him. 

A Victorian 
Story explores the life 
of a young mixed-race 
boy, Ted, living with his 
mother and poorly 
older brother in 
Victorian 
Bradfield. When a 
stranger, a man the 
boys don’t remember 
ever seeing before, 
appears in their 
kitchen, Ted is hit with 
a shocking revelation.  
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Saying Goodbye  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We would like to wish all our Year 06 pupils the very best as they embark on this 
exciting new chapter in their lives. It has been a pleasure to watch them grow and 
flourish, and we are confident that they will continue to thrive in all that they do. We 
send them off with our warmest wishes for every success in their future endeavours. 
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Family  Summer Activities – 1  
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Family  Summer  Activities – 3  
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Family  Summer  Activities – 5 
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Keeping Safe 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

As we come to the end of another school year, we want to remind all our pupils 
and families about the importance of staying safe during the holiday break. 
Whether it’s crossing streets, riding bicycles, or being around traffic, children 
should always remain alert and follow safety rules. If you’re heading to the pool or 
beach, don’t forget how crucial it is to swim only where it’s safe and always under 
adult supervision. For those trying their hand at cooking or baking, experimenting 
in the kitchen can be fun—but only when done carefully and with proper 
guidance. 

We also urge parents to stay vigilant about the content their children are exposed 
to, whether it's television, online games, videos, or digital conversations. 
Monitoring what they watch and who they interact with online is a vital part of 
keeping them safe. And to all our parents—please know there is absolutely no 
reason to feel guilty about setting boundaries, enforcing bans, or introducing 
early bedtimes and reflection time. These are all valuable tools for nurturing 
discipline and self-control. A child who learns to be responsible and self-
disciplined from a young age is far more likely to succeed in all areas of life in the 
future. 
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Final Message from The Head Teacher 

 
  

Change is inevitable. We cannot escape, avoid, or run away from it. Change is the 
natural order of life. We grow from babies to toddlers, and from screaming toddlers to 
young boys and girls starting primary school. Though we remain at primary school for 
several years, change eventually comes knocking at our door, letting us know that 
secondary school is next! 

Sometimes, a range of emotions can be experienced all at once in the midst of 
change—excitement, fear, trepidation, and even sadness. These feelings are 
completely normal and natural. 

I am reminded of an account in the Bible, found in the book of Joshua, chapter 1, verses 
1 to 9.  In this chapter, we learn that Moses, a great leader, has died, and Joshua is 
chosen to lead the Israelites into a new land. This represented a major change and a 
huge responsibility for Joshua. The people were about to enter a land they had never 
seen before, full of unknowns. It was a fresh start—just like moving from primary school 
to secondary school. 

Joshua was stepping into Moses’ shoes, just like our Year 06 pupils are stepping into a 
new school with new teachers, classmates, and routines. Joshua may have felt unsure, 
nervous, and possibly even a little excited. 

God reassures Joshua and promises to be with him. God tells Joshua three times, “Be 
strong and courageous.” He also says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Through 
His word, God is saying the same to you—He will never leave you nor forsake you. 

Just as God went with Joshua into the new land, He will go with you to your new school. 
God told Joshua to meditate on His word. You, too, can remember to pray, trust God, 
and read your Bible. 

Joshua didn’t have all the answers—and neither will you. But Joshua had God’s 
presence. Likewise, you can step forward, confident that God is with you! 

 

Happy Summer Holidays! 

Mrs. Gibbs-Naguar 

Head Teacher 
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School Diary – 2025 - 2026 
September October November December 

Teacher Training 
Day – 01st  

• First Day of 
Term 1 – 02nd 

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Fencing – 
Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Harvest Festival 

– at Church - 14th  
• Bellboating – 16th  
• African 

Drumming – 18th  
• Public Speaking 

Workshop – 22nd  
• Toys and Games 

Workshop – 30th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Fencing – 
Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Celebration 

Assembly – 03rd  
• Local History 

Workshop at 
Warwickshire 
County Records 

Office – 07th  
• Public Speaking 

Workshop – 20th  
• Water Severn 

Trent – whole 
school assembly 
and Yr. 04 workshop 
– 20th  

• Meditation and 
Snuggles – 23rd  

• Teacher Training 
Day – 24th  

Half-Term Holiday – 
27th – 31st  

 

First Day of Term 2 – 
03rd  

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Non-contact 
Boxing – Lunctime 
Club – every Friday 

• Music Tuition  
• Plastic Waste - 

Visitor Assembly 
– 05th  

• Warwickshire 
Health – 
Weighing & 
Measuring – 06th  

• Switch Off Week 
– sustainability 

awareness – 10th – 
14th  

• Remembrance 
Day – 11th  

• Link to Hope 
Shoebox Appeal 

• Singing at 
Salford Priors 
Lighting Up Event 
- tbc 

• Public Speaking 
Workshop – 24th  

• Celebration 
Assembly – 28th  

 

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Non-contact 
Boxing – Lunctime 
Club – every Friday 

• Music Tuition  
• Jack and the 

Beanstalk 
Pantomime – 
03rd  

• Christmas 
Jumper Day – 
11th 

• Christmas 
Production – 
2:30 p.m. – 16th  

• Christmas 
Production – 
9:15 a.m. – 17th  

• Christmas Lunch 
– 18th  

• Christingle – 19th  

Christmas 
Holidays – 22nd 
Dec.-05th Jan. 
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School Diary – 2025 - 2026 

January  February March April  

• First Day of Term 
– 06th  

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Archery – 
Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Spelling 

Championship – 
28th  

Teacher Training 
Day – 05th   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Archery – 
Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Celebration 

Assembly – 06th  
• Meditation and 

Snuggles – 19th  
 

 
 

Teacher Training 
Day - 23rd  
 

• Forest School – 
every Monday 

• Gymnastics – 
Lunctime Club – 
every Friday 

• Music Tuition  
• World Book Day – 

05th  
• St. Briavels 

Castle 
Residential – 16th 
– 18th  

• Speech Making & 
Poetry – 20th  

• Celebration 
Assembly – 27th  

 
Easter Holidays – 
30th March – 10th 
April  

 

 
• Forest School – 

every Monday 
• Hockey – 

Lunctime Club – 
every Friday 

• Music Tuition  
• Spelling 

Championship – 
30th  
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School Diary – 2025 - 2026 

May June July 

• Forest School – every 
Monday 

• Hockey – Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Key Stage 2 SATs – 11th – 

14th  
• Celebration Assembly – 

20th  

Half-term Holiday – 26th – 
29th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Day of Term – 01st  

• Forest School – every 
Monday 

• Cricket – Lunchtime Club – 
every Friday  

• Music Tuition  
• Multiplication Tables 

Check – 01st – 12th  
• Phonics Screening 

Check – 08th – 12th  
• Spelling Championship – 

23rd  
• Celebration Assembly – 

25th  

 

 

• Forest School – every 
Monday 

• Cricket – Lunctime Club – 
every Friday 

• Music Tuition  
• Sports Day – 03rd  
• Secondary School 

Transition Day – 08th  
• Year 06 Activity Day – 

10th  
• Year 06 Leavers 

Production – 9:30 a.m. – 
14th  

• Year 06 Leavers 
Production – 2:00 p.m. – 
15th  

Teacher Training Day – 20th  

Summer Holidays – 20th 
July – 01st September 

 

 

 

 


